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Striving to create environments  
    free of domestic abuse and sexual assault  
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Bremer Bank 

CornerStone Construction 

Dennis & Ruthanne Neeser 

Donna Lilleberg 

Florence Kerkhoff 

Forstrom Family 

Heritage Bank 

Honorable Catherine Anderson 

Jennie-O Turkey Store 

Johnson, Moody, Schmidt, & Kleinhuizen 

KDJS 95.3 AM & FM/The River 

KKLN 94.1 The Loon 

 KWLM/Q102/K100/ The Train  

Lake Region Bank 

Mary & Martha Study Group 

State Farm Insurance - Quinn Agency 

Suzanne Torgerson 

West Central Tribune 

West Central Sanitation 

 

 
Friday, 

April 17, 2009 
5 p.m. - Social Hour & Silent Auction 

6:30 p.m. - Dinner  & Program 

9-11:30 p.m. - Dancing with DJ 

Holiday Inn  

Willmar  
$35 Registration 

 

Register by mail 

Box 568, Willmar, MN 56201 

Register online at 

www.willmarshelter.com 

Or for more information 320-235-0962 

Raising awareness & funds to assist 

abuse victims by providing safety, 

promoting justice,  

and preventing future harm.  

Thank you 

 to these  

Hope for  

Tomorrow 

Sponsors 
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A Day at the Capitol  
By Janine   

 Britt, Shelly and I were privileged to go to Action Day at 

the Capitol in February. Connie Lee, Shelter House Womenôs 

Advocate organized the trip contacting legislators setting up 

appointments and preparing information packets. 

 We spent our time presenting to legislators, Al Junke Gary 

Kubly, Lyle Koonan, Joe Gimse, Andrew Falk and Paul 

Anderson about the importance of continuing funding for 

victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The 

legislators were very receptive to the needs and services our 

programs provide. 

 There was also a gathering in the Capitol Rotunda as 

victims, survivors, advocates and the public came together to 

celebrate the lives of survivors, remember those who have 

died and to honor the men, women and children who have 

taken action to prevent domestic violence and sexual assault. 

 A huge thank you goes out to the Senators and 

Representatives that took the time to meet with us. Your 

By Connie Schmoll 

 According to a 2008 national survey conducted by the 

National Resource Center on Domestic Violence, shelters 

serve a critical need for people who have experienced abuse, 

services many have described as ñlife saving.ò  Respondents 

of the survey reported that without help from shelter 

advocates, they were likely to face homelessness, the 

possibility of losing their children, and continued abuse or 

death.  Yet abused women across the nation find themselves 

competing for limited space in domestic shelters. 

 The current economic situation is one of the factors leading 

to an increase in violent incidents and an increased average 

length of stay when shelter is secured. Some victims are 

staying in violent situations longer, rather than being sent to a 

shelter hours away from their home, job or childrenôs school.   

 Bed space is in a critical stage at the Willmar Shelter 

House as well.  Since August the shelter has been full to 

capacity, 90% of the time.  During the past six months, 

advocates have assisted several women who were fleeing a 

violent partner, with a plan of action for finding a safe place at 

another location until space opened up in the Willmar shelter. 

 Funding during such times of critical need and heavy 

utilization is not increased compared to times of less use.  In 

fact, again most likely because of the economic recession, 

contributions and local area support has decreased 

significantly over the past six months.  We need the help of 

our partners and supporters during this incredibly busy time. 

Please consider sending a critical need contribution to help 

invest in the lives of families fleeing violence during this 

especially difficult time for Willmarôs Shelter House.  Locally 

contributed dollars are used for 24-hour crisis line costs, 

shelter upkeep and utilities, victim transportation to safe 

shelter, food and supplies while staying in shelter, housing and 

job searches, day care, storage for belongings, repairs for 

vehicles, and more.   

 Thanks for considering continued partnership with Shelter 

House during this difficult economic time.  Your investments 

help safe lives and restore hope for the future. 

 

 

 Shelter House wishes to acknowledge gratitude to the 12-

member panel of legislators/finance committee personnel that 

came to Willmar to hear from constituents while working on 

a plan for the state budget.   

 Testimony from Shelter House stressed the importance of 

keeping emergency safe shelter and advocacy programs 

adequately funded while ensuring the viability of court 

services that respond to criminal domestic and sexual 

violence and human service programs that provide necessary 

financial and family support to the victims and their children.  

 Providing safe shelter and advocacy services is nothing 

more than a band-aid approach if perpetrators are free to 

reoffend and adequate planning for subsistence for the 

victims is not accomplished. 

Legislators visit Willmar  Gala Raffle Items 

Shelter House was well-represented at the state Capitol during Leg-

islative Action Day. Pictured above, left to right: Shelly, victim/

survivor; Janine, Renville County Outreach Coordinator; Britt, 

Shelter House Community Education Coordinator. 

Ragtime quilt by Deb 

Peterson Weber gas grill from Cullenôs 


